
SPRING | SUMMER 2018

galapagosconservation.org.uk

VOLCANOES

Island 
   restoration

Blue Planet II

G A L A PA G O S MAT T ER S



2 G A L A P A G O S  M A T T E R S

Gloria Salvador is 
a geographer and 
recently finished her 
Masters in Social and 
Environmental Studies. 
One of her personal 
goals is to support 
local communities to 
improve their quality 
of life according to the 
environmental conditions 
of Galapagos. She is 
the Floreana Project 
Facilitator for Island 
Conservation.

C O N T R I B U T O R S

4 - 5   Wild Galapagos

6 -7   Galapagos News

8 -11   Floreana island and invasive species 
Floreana island, like many islands in Galapagos, 
has been devastated by invasive species. Island 
Conservation’s Gloria Salvador describes how the 
community is at the forefront of the fight to restore their 
island and save its unique biodiversity, with additional 
contributions from scientists Enzo Reyes and Veronica 
Toral-Granda.

12-14   Behind-the-scenes on BBC Blue Planet II 
Galapagos fans were treated to two fascinating 
sequences in BBC Blue Planet II; Galapagos sea lions 
hunting yellowfin tuna and an insight into the breeding 
secrets of the whale sharks that visit Darwin and Wolf 
islands. Here Richard Wollocombe, Dan Beecham 
and Jonathan Green take us behind-the-scenes of this 
fascinating series.

15   UK News

16 -17   Project Updates

18 -19    The fiery side of Galapagos 
There are still several active volcanoes in Galapagos, 
which pose a threat to both the human population and 
the unique biodiversity of the Islands. Volcanologist 
Michael Stock details how scientists are working 
towards an early warning system. 

2 0   Global relevance 
The awareness of plastic pollution is growing daily 
around the world, with many pledging to reduce 
their single-use plastic footprint. Victoria Cummings 
explores one of the solutions - that of the deposit-
return scheme. 

21-2 3  Membership, Reviews, Events and   
               Merchandise

Cover 
The local community 
on Floreana island is 
working with conservation 
organisations including 
Island Conservation and 
GCT to restore the island 
and save its native species 
from extinction. 

© Island Conservation/  
Tommy Hall

CONTENTS
G A L A PA G O S MAT T ER S

Enzo Reyes is a biologist 
from the University of 
Guayaquil, and has been 
working in ecology and 
bird conservation since 
2013. He has worked for 
institutions such as the 
Whale Museum and Wake 
Forest and Colorado 
State Universities. He is 
currently studying a PhD 
in Conservation Biology 
at Massey University in 
Auckland, New Zealand.

Formerly a fisheries 
scientist with the Charles 
Darwin Research Station 
and a project manager 
with WWF, M. Veronica 
Toral-Granda is now 
doing her PhD at Charles 
Darwin University in 
Australia on how human 
mobility impacts the 
arrival and spread of 
introduced species to 
and within Galapagos.

Dr Michael Stock is a 
researcher in volcanology 
and igneous petrology 
at the University of 
Cambridge. He currently 
holds the Charles Darwin 
and Galapagos Islands 
Fund Junior Research 
Fellowship. His research 
is focussed on the 
processes that occur 
beneath Galapagos 
volcanoes, with an aim 
to mitigate hazardous 
effects.

Victoria Cummings 
is a copy-editor for 
small businesses and 
nonprofit organisations. 
As an environmental 
conservation and 
wildlife enthusiast, she 
has volunteered for 
various charities and has 
supported independent 
projects that focus on 
promoting sustainability 
and development. She 
is currently volunteering 
for GCT.



3S P R I N G  |  S U M M E R  2 0 1 8

Galapagos Matters is a copyright biannual publication produced for members of the Galapagos  
Conservation Trust.
The information in this issue was 
obtained from various sources, all  
of which have extensive knowledge  
of Galapagos, but neither GCT nor  
the contributors are responsible  
for the accuracy of the contents  
or the opinions expressed herein.

 

ISSN 2050-6074 Galapagos Matters 
is printed on paper made from well 
managed forests and controlled 
sources. 
Guest Editor: Victoria Cummings 
Chief Executive: Sharon Johnson 
Communications and Marketing 
Officer: Clare Simm   

Designer: Clare Simm   
Printer: Bishops Printers 
Charles Darwin Suite,  
28 Portland Place, London W1B 1LY 
020 7399 7440
gct@gct.org 
www.galapagosconservation.org.uk 

he BBC’s Blue Planet II did wonders to showcase the oceans and the perils that 
they face. We were delighted that our project partner Jonathan Green was 
featured, highlighting the work that the Galapagos Whale Shark Project team is 
doing to uncover the mystery of the pregnant female whale sharks that frequent 

the Galapagos Islands (pp. 12-14). With that, the footage of Galapagos sea lions chasing 
yellowfin tuna, and the shocking scenes of marine plastic pollution, I’m sure you found the 
series as fascinating as we all did at GCT. 

T

Our partners in Galapagos are making 
great progress in spreading the 
message about reducing the use of 
plastics on the Islands and we are 
starting to gain more insight into the 
scale of the problem, which is key to 
tackling it effectively (p. 17). I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
you for your generous support for our 
Plastics Appeal, which has raised over 
£15,000 so far. These funds are vital in 
enabling us to support critical science 
and outreach activities as we continue 
to work towards our vision of a plastic-
free Galapagos.

Another of our ambitious projects, 
the restoration of Floreana island, 
is advancing well with bait trials 
underway for the eradication of 
invasive rats and feral cats, and 
mitigation plans being put into place 
for vulnerable wildlife (p. 8-11). We 
were pleased to secure a BBC Radio 
4 Appeal slot this February to raise 
funds and awareness for this project, 
which was presented by our President, 

Monty Halls. We raised over £13,000 
and Floreana will be the subject for 
our upcoming Spring Appeal (p. 10).

Monty returned to Galapagos 
last year, but this time he wasn’t 
adventuring there alone. He was 
with his family to film a series which 
will be airing on Channel 4 later this 
year (p. 22). Monty and his family 
lived on Santa Cruz for three months 
and, as well as taking in the amazing 
wildlife and habitats of Galapagos, 
they explored the conservation issues 
affecting the Archipelago. Monty 
visited several of the projects we 
support, including on Floreana, so I 
hope you will be as excited about the 
series as we are. As soon as we find 
out the transmission date, we will let 
you know.

Several years ago, in partnership 
with Christ’s College Cambridge and 
the Charles Darwin Foundation, we 
launched the Charles Darwin and 
Galapagos Islands Fund to establish 
a long lasting relationship between 

the university and the Islands. I am 
pleased that this issue of Galapagos 
Matters includes an article from 
the current recipient of the Fund’s 
Fellowship, Michael Stock, who is 
studying volcanology in Galapagos  
(p. 18-19). 

Plans for our annual Garden Party 
are underway and we are thrilled that 
we will be joined by Jonathan Green, 
and BBC Blue Planet II Executive 
Producer James Honeyborne. We 
are looking forward to hearing their 
behind-the-scenes insights and 
celebrating the wonders of our oceans  
(p. 23). I look forward to seeing many 
of you there to help us raise much 
needed funds to protect our oceans. 
In the meantime, thank you for your 
ongoing support and I hope you enjoy 
this latest issue of Galapagos Matters. 

Sharon Johnson

© Akemi Yokoyama

by Sharon Johnson

FROM THE

C H I E F  E X E C U T I V E
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WILD 
GALAPAGOS 
This dorid nudibranch was photographed by Nick 
Dunn during a dive at Kicker Rock at a depth of around 
15m. Nudibranchs are true sea slugs, and this species, 
Tambja mullineri, is thought to be endemic to 
Galapagos. They are common in the Archipelago and 
are most active at night. 

Nick was in Galapagos volunteering with Mollie Gupta 
at the Galapagos Science Center. They undertook initial 
scoping work for our Plastic-Free Galapagos programme 
including testing methodologies for beach and street 
litter surveys. GCT would like to thank Nick and Mollie 
for their support in developing this programme!

Do you have photos of Galapagos? Then enter 
them into our photography competition! See more 
details on page 23.
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It is estimated that over 73 million 
sharks are killed each year for the illegal 

shark fin trade worldwide. Sadly, the 
Galapagos Marine Reserve (GMR) is also 
under threat from illegal shark fishing.

In December 2017, an Ecuadorian fishing 
vessel, Don Gerald V, was caught two miles 
inside the GMR with sharks and other 
protected species on board. The fishing 
vessel was detected by the Galapagos 
National Park (GNP) control centre and 
detained by GNP rangers and Ecuadorian 
Navy officials. On inspection of the cargo, 
they found a total of 156 individual sharks, 
including thresher, blue and silky sharks. 

Silky sharks are listed as vulnerable on the 
IUCN Red List, and are one of the three 
most traded species in the global shark fin 
trade. Although only a small vessel, this 
incident demonstrates that Ecuador’s 
sharks are facing threats from the domestic 
fishing industry. The helmsmen of the 
fishing vessel has been sentenced to three 
years in prison and 16 crew members have 
received a sentence of 18 months.

As with the capture of a Chinese cargo 
vessel in August 2017 that held 6000 
individual sharks, including endangered 
scalloped hammerhead sharks, the 
responsiveness of the GNP shows the 

preventative measures taken to stop illegal 
fishing within the GMR.

This is the second sentencing that has 
taken place for illegal shark fishing in the 
last six months. Walter Bustos, Director of 
GNP stated, “This new arrest reflects the 
high level of preparation and 
professionalism that the park rangers of the 
GNP have.” According to the GNP, 19 
vessels have been captured within the GMR 
since 2009. Hopefully, this will serve as a 
strong deterrent, demonstrating the swift 
action taken to prevent domestic and 
foreign threats of illegal fishing activity 
within the GMR.

FIGHT AGAINST 
ILLEGAL FISHING

© Galapagos National Park
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NEW FINCH SPECIES
Researchers Peter and Rosemary Grant 

have observed the creation of a new 
species of finch in just over two generations 
on the island of Daphne Major. The newly 
formed ‘Big Bird’ finch (as shown in the 
image), which now consists of around 30 
individuals, is believed to derive from the 
arrival of a lone male cactus finch from the 
island of Española, mating with a resident 
female medium ground finch. Despite the 
previous assumption that two individual 
species were unable to interbreed, 
researchers now believe that such speciation 
events might have previously played a key 
role in the formation of modern day finches 
throughout the Islands. 

GALAPAGOS BATS
Very little is known about bats in 

Galapagos. A group of scientists, 
along with the Galapagos National 
Park (GNP), are investigating the two 
species of bats found in the 
Archipelago to learn more about 
their distribution and ecology. After 
three weeks, the team only caught 
seven bats, but these will help 
scientists understand the mammals’ 
biology, state of health and if the 
species are endemic to Galapagos. 
GNP rangers will continue to monitor 
the bats and start to develop training 
for handling, measuring and 
sampling methods. 

SHARK DAY
Over 65 local children attended Shark Day on San Cristobal in September 2017, which 
aimed to raise awareness about sharks and the Galapagos Marine Reserve (GMR). 
Organised by Max Hirschfeld from the Galapagos Bullhead Shark Project, and supported 
by GCT, a selection of educational activities were produced for the event for local children 
to take part in on the day. With the help of volunteers, local government, businesses and 
nonprofit organisations, including GCT partner GECO, the day was a great success. A local 
tourism agency, SharkSky, also supported the day by offering a ‘Shark Experience’ prize 
draw - the young winners received a trip into the GMR to see sharks in the wild. 

© P R Grant

FIREWORKS BAN
The Galapagos Governing 

Council has passed a resolution 
banning fireworks across the 
Archipelago, and the Municipality 
of San Cristobal has passed their 
own local ordinance. Fireworks are 
usually released at New Year and 
during the Galapagos festival in 
February, and so far the ban has 
been respected. This is particularly 
important in the town of Puerto 
Baquerizo Moreno on San 
Cristobal where historically sea 
lions, on hearing the noises and 
seeing the fireworks, have shown 
very disturbed behaviour and were 
clearly stressed.

NAZCA BOOBY RESEARCH
With rising ocean 

temperatures around 
Galapagos, the Nazca booby 
population is expected to shrink. 
Major shifts in the seabirds’ diets 
have already occurred as the ocean 
has become too warm for key prey 
species such as sardines. Flying fish, 
which are less nutritious, have now 
become the main component of the 
birds’ diet, affecting their overall 
reproduction rates. Avian species, 
including the Nazca booby, will be 
monitored to see how they adjust 
and adapt to climate change. This 
research was conducted by scientists 
from Wake Forest University.

HAMMERHEAD NURSERY
The first scalloped hammerhead 

shark nursery area has been 
discovered in Galapagos, in mangroves 
along the coast of Santa Cruz. 
Galapagos is famous for its scalloped 
hammerheads, which are listed as 
endangered on the IUCN Red List. The 
Galapagos Marine Reserve has already 
been shown to be incredibly important 
for sharks, and this remarkable discovery, 
made by the Galapagos National Park, 
will help the authorities to develop 
further conservation strategies to 
protect this endangered species at a 
particularly vulnerable stage.

FLOREANA TORTOISE HATCHLINGS
In November 2017, the first eggs from the 
newly established breeding programme 
for tortoises with partial ancestry from the 
extinct Floreana tortoise species began 
to hatch at the tortoise centre on Santa 
Cruz island. Once the hatchlings reach 
five or six years old, they will be released 
onto Floreana island as part of a long-term 
project to repopulate the island with giant 
tortoises and restore the natural ecosystem. 
The captive breeding programme is 
one of the projects of the Giant Tortoise 
Restoration Initiative, a collaboration led by 
the Galapagos National Park Directorate 
and Galapagos Conservancy. 
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Floreana residents have created a 
community that fosters a tranquil life away 
from the bustle you may find in big cities, or 
other inhabited islands in the Archipelago. 
This small community of people, who call 
themselves “Floreanenses,” are proud to 
live on the island and share their daily lives 
as farmers, teachers, park guards, and so 
forth, with nature.

The island’s biodiversity is astounding - 
many rare and beautiful species are present 
on Floreana. Many of the island’s species, 
such as the critically endangered medium 
tree finch, are found nowhere else on Earth. 
Others are found only in the Archipelago, 
such as the Galapagos petrel, the largest 
colony of which breeds on Floreana. 

Over the years, the island has changed. 
Increased tourism, population growth and 

developing industries challenge locals to 
find new and creative ways of living, while 
still upholding their traditional values. 
Floreana’s residents actively participate 
in social and economic development, 
including creating their own community 
eco-tourism project which allows the 
benefits of tourism to be shared amongst 
the Floreana residents.

Aside from changes within the Floreana 
community, the island has also experienced 
ecological changes. Unfortunately, the 
people who have crossed paths with the 
Archipelago over the years, including 
pirates, whalers, political outcasts and first 
settlers, have brought introduced species 
with them either accidentally or on purpose, 
presenting urgent conservation challenges 
to the residents of Floreana today. 

by Gloria Salvador

F loreana is known for being 
the first island of the 

Galapagos Archipelago to be 
colonised. Today it is home to a 
population of about 140 people 
without whom the Floreana 
Restoration Project, and its aim to 
protect the unique biodiversity of 
the island, would not be possible.

LEADING THE 
WAY IN 
COMMUNITY 
CONSERVATION
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The introduction of invasive species, such 
as house mice, black rats, feral cats, and the 
Philornis fly, has driven many native species 
to extinction or near-extinction. A total of 
12 species have become locally extinct from 
the island. Currently 55 Floreana species are 
listed as threatened, with at least two of these 
species classified as critically endangered, 
meaning a high likelihood of extinction within 
our lifetime.

Life on Floreana has changed dramatically 
since its first visitors set up camp, but the 
residents’ commitment to maintaining the 
traditional community values and practices 
that were once acknowledged as the 
“Galapagos way of living” offers hope for a 
brighter future. Living inside a National Park 
has created an environmental sensitivity for 
“Galapagueños”. Working to protect local 

species and the environment has 
become a lifestyle here in Galapagos, 
and the Floreana community is at 
the helm of conservation efforts in 
the Archipelago. The people of the 
community work hard every day to 
protect native wildlife and ecological 
integrity, providing hope for Floreana’s 
native species. 

To prevent further loss of Floreana’s 
species, authorities, NGOs, community 
members and scientists are making 
tremendous efforts to restore the 
ecosystem and return locally extinct 
species back to their rightful home. 

Island Conservation, Galapagos 
Conservation Trust, and local and 
international partners are working 
with the community to achieve a 
restored and thriving Floreana island. 
To date, we have completed a variety 
of activities to accomplish this goal, 
including environmental education, 
capacity building with the artisans’ 
entrepreneurs, and the development of 
management plans with every family’s 
and partner’s institutions.

 We have created opportunities to 
share information about how to provide 
resources for programmes that would 
benefit the island’s community and 
native species. These programmes 

include the sterilisation of pets, 
educational campaigns and outreach 
conducted by the Galapagos National 
Park, as well as support to change 
the livestock management on the 
island, with the purpose of helping the 
Ministry of Agriculture reach the same 
goal of restoring Floreana island. 

The Floreana Restoration Project’s 
main goal is to restore the island by 
removing the primary threat - invasive 
species. Our hope is that in the near 
future, some, if not all of the locally 
extinct species, can return to Floreana.

Once invasive rodents and feral cats 
are removed, native species such as 
the Floreana mockingbird, Floreana 
giant tortoise, vermilion flycatcher, 
and others can be reintroduced, and 
species currently present, like the 
Galapagos petrel, will have the chance 
to thrive. This endeavour will give 
Floreana island the opportunity to 
recover, which will benefit the vibrant 
Floreana community and the whole 
Galapagos Archipelago. 

You can learn more about the effort 
to prevent extinctions of native species 
of Galapagos and around the world by 
visiting Island Conservation’s website at 
www.islandconservation.org. 

This small 
community 
is proud to 

live on their 
island and 
share their 

daily lives... 
with nature.

© Island Conservation

LEADING THE 
WAY IN 
COMMUNITY 
CONSERVATION
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Partners on Floreana, including Island Conservation, the Galapagos National Park and 
community members, discuss the Floreana community tourism management plan. 

Despite looking relatively pristine, habitats in Floreana have undergone years of destruction 
due to introduced species such as rats and cattle. 
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F L O R E A N A  I S L A N D  A N D  I N V A S I V E  S P E C I E S

MOCKINGBIRD FAMILIES
by Enzo Reyes

A fter volunteering with the Floreana 
Mockingbird Project in 2016, young 

Ecuadorian biologist Enzo Reyes is now studying 
these endangered birds for his PhD, with support 
from GCT.

I have a lifelong fascination with birds fuelled, in part, by the nature 
documentaries I used to watch on TV. Due to this passion, I decided to 
go to the University of Guayaquil to start a project on the trophic ecology 
of dry forest owls as part of my Bachelor’s degree. After completing 
my undergraduate studies, I became part of a long-term study on the 
ecology of seabirds in the Galapagos Islands. This experience helped me 
to develop valuable field skills for research in Galapagos.

In 2016, I approached Dr Luis Ortiz-Catedral from the Institute 
of Natural and Mathematical Sciences, Massey University who, for 
some years, has been researching the critically endangered Floreana 
mockingbird. I learned about his work through friends who have also 
been involved in his research programme. 

I saw my first Floreana mockingbird on Champion islet in November 
2016 and it was a very special moment for me as they are locally extinct 
from their home island of Floreana, and only found on this, and another, 
small islet. From the first trip, Dr Ortiz-Catedral and I developed some 
ideas on how to unravel the behavioural adaptations that enable these 
birds to carve a living on extinct volcanoes in the middle of the ocean. 
These ideas are now part of my PhD research at Massey University under 
Dr Ortiz-Catedral’s supervision. 

The main aim of my research project is to create the baseline for the 
reintroduction of the Floreana mockingbird to Floreana island. My project 
focusses on three components: behaviour, ecology and conservation. 

First, we are observing the social interactions between family groups to 
distinguish which birds are dominant or submissive, and deploy telemetry 
devices to determine the home range of each group. These behavioural 
experiments will also help us to decide which kind of bird, dominant or 
submissive, is the best candidate to consider for future reintroduction.

After that, I will characterise the vegetation in the birds’ current home 
ranges, with the aim to search for similar habitats using satellite images of 
Floreana island to establish where the mockingbirds can be reintroduced. 
We are also considering a variety of methods to avoid the negative 
effects from inbreeding on Champion islet.

Hopefully, my research project will answer the questions that we need 
to make the reintroduction of the mockingbird to its original home on 
Floreana a reality.

FLOREANA FUNDING UPDATE
We are thrilled to announce that Island Conservation (IC) has secured over US$ 1 million in funding from the Global Environment Facility 

(GEF) to continue their work to restore Floreana. The money will be used, in part, to help the residents to adopt ecologically sustainable 
farming practices in order to safeguard the ecosystems on Floreana, as well as to improve biosecurity measures.

Last year, with your support, we raised over £100k towards the project which helped trigger the release of these significant funds. However 
our fundraising can’t stop there. This year we are aiming to match what was raised in 2017 and, with over £13k raised already in February 
through the BBC Radio 4 Appeal presented by Monty Halls, we’re off to a great start.

Please help us reach our goal! A gift of just £50 will help us to restore a hectare of land on Floreana, and provide a safe home for a 
range of threatened species. This is a ground-breaking project, that will see the first large, inhabited island in the world to be restored and 
have species reintroduced to it, acting as a template for other conservation projects globally. 

If you missed the Radio 4 Appeal, you can listen to it at: www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09rwygh.

Please donate today to help us continue working towards our goal to restore Floreana to its former glory. 
You can do so either using the form on the back page or by contacting the office on 020 7399 7440.

Floreana mockingbirds, which can only be found on Champion and Gardner 
islets off the coast of Floreana.

Enzo on his way to find the Floreana mockingbird.
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The Galapagos Islands were unknown to the world until 1535, when 
they were discovered by pirates and buccaneers who collected giant 
tortoises for meat on their long voyages. In 1833, the Islands became 
part of Ecuador and home to a permanent human settlement. Since 
the ‘discovery’ of the Archipelago, there has been approximately three 
newly introduced species per year.

Our paper published in the Public Library of Science (PLOS 
ONE) showed that there are 1,476 introduced species established 
in Galapagos - that we know of. The majority are plants, followed 
by insects and invertebrates. In addition, a further 82 species were 
intercepted in biosecurity procedures and prevented from entering 
the Archipelago. There are 17 historical records of introduced species 
that are no longer found on the Islands, and four species have been 
eradicated. This brings the total to 1,576 introduced species that have 
been recorded in Galapagos. All but 30 species were introduced by 
humans, either intentionally or accidentally. 

Today, Galapagos is a tourist destination renowned worldwide for its 
unique wildlife and landscapes. Organised tours started in the 1970s 
and with them, an increase in the resident population to cater for the 
needs of, what has become, the most important economic activity in 
Galapagos. More settlers and tourists have created a need for increased 

goods and services, generally brought in by planes and boats. 
The number of commercial flights has risen from around 3,800 in 2010 

to over 5,500 in 2015. Similarly, the number of tourist boats navigating in 
the Galapagos Marine Reserve has increased from 40 (with 597 berths) 
in 1981, to 74 (with 1,740 berths) in 2015. These pathways are forming 
invisible bridges connecting the Islands to the outside world. 

The Galapagos Biosecurity Agency, in charge of biosecurity and 
quarantine for Galapagos, intercepted over 14,000 products during 
routine inspections in 2015 and 2016, including those that were 
prohibited or did not meet specific requirements. Almost 70% were on 
tourists travelling to Galapagos.

Globally, trade and tourism are directly linked to the spread of 
introduced species. Galapagos seems to be no exception. The number 
of pathways for the introduction of alien species has increased over 
time, and will probably continue to do so in the future. If Galapagos is 
to be guarded against new introduced species, investing in activities 
such as stringent biosecurity and quarantine measures, monitoring 
transport, and implementing education campaigns aimed at tourists 
and residents will conserve the health of the ecosystem and local 
livelihoods, ultimately preserving Galapagos as one of the most pristine 
archipelagos in the world.

F L O R E A N A  A N D  I N V A S I V E  S P E C I E S

STOWAWAYS TO PARADISE
by Veronica Toral-Granda

I n Galapagos, the human-mediated movement of goods and services is bringing introduced species to 
the Islands. Introduced species are one of the worst threats to islands and among the top problems for 

the Archipelago. These non-native species can cause environmental, economic and health problems, and are 
often difficult to control and rather challenging to eradicate.

Why not read the full paper? 
Toral-Granda, M.V., Causton, C.E., Jager, H., Trueman, M., Izurieta, J.C., Araujo, E., et al. (2017). Alien species pathways to the Galapagos 
Islands, Ecuador. PLoS ONE 12(9): e0184379. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0184379

With more commercial flights travelling to Galapagos, and a larger number of boats within the Islands, there are an increasing number of pathways for the 
introduction of alien species. 

©
 Veronica Toral-G

rand
a

©
 J

ua
n 

C
ar

lo
s 

G
ar

ci
a 



12 G A L A P A G O S  M A T T E R S

CELEBRATING
OUR OCEANS 
by Richard Wollocombe, Dan Beecham and Jonathan Green 
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T     he first episode of BBC Blue Planet II, which aired last year, was the most watched TV show in the   
     UK in 2017, attracting over 14 million viewers. Amongst other awe-inspiring moments, it highlighted 

a new behaviour in Galapagos sea lions and showcased the hunt for the birthing ground of the whale sharks 
that pass by Darwin and Wolf islands. We asked cameramen Richard Wollocombe and Dan Beecham, and 
Galapagos Whale Shark Project founder Jonathan Green for their behind-the-scene insights. 
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THE CAMERAMAN: RICHARD WOLLOCOMBE

THE DRONE CAMERAMAN: DAN BEECHAM

Galapagos sea lions recently featured in the coastal episode of the 
infamous BBC Blue Planet II series. Our team was deeply privileged to 
film the sea lions collaboratively chasing yellowfin tuna from the open 
ocean into coastal bottlenecks off the coast of Isabela island, with the 
aim to trap these magnificent, fast-swimming predators for a viable 
meal. This could not have been achieved without support from the 
Galapagos National Park.

The sea lions became the focus of global admiration, showing 
us their extraordinary prowess and intelligence as highly skilful 
and sophisticated hunters. It was a fitting tribute to them that so 
many people were able to experience how special and remarkable 
Galapagos sea lions are. The surprise, joy and wonder the sea lions 
gave us all should be tempered, however, with the acknowledgement 
that they are thought to have declined 60-65% between 1978 to 2001 
and are now considered an endangered species.   

For such a large, dynamic and conspicuous animal like a sea lion 
to have only recently revealed this remarkable behaviour begs an 
interesting question. Have we not witnessed this behaviour in the past 
because it is a relatively new behaviour born out of the need to adapt 
to changing food sources brought on by climate change? That sea lions 
showed us that they are capable of such a high level of intelligence 
should perhaps give us hope that they can use their sophisticated 
brains to adapt to changing environmental circumstances. After all, 
the skill of survival is partly about being able to adapt to changing 
circumstances. 

Whatever the case, this recently discovered behaviour also drives the 
point home that Galapagos is still very much a wilderness that we are 
in the process of discovering, and we should do all we can to continue 
the support to preserve this priceless gift to humanity.  

I have to admit, when I first heard about the sea lions’ behaviour, I was 
highly sceptical about the chances of this phenomenon happening, 
let alone of being able to film it. It seemed fanciful to me at first - a 
fisherman’s tale (literally, the series first learnt about it from a local 
fisher). Of course sea lions are adept and highly-evolved hunters, but 
yellowfin tuna are fast - REALLY fast.

I’m glad to say that upon arriving in Galapagos I was soon proved 
wrong. The amazing hunting success rate for the sea lions comes 
down to a combination of their speed and agility, combined with 
cunning and strategy. 

My role on the shoot was to document the spectacle from the 
air using drones. The hope was that an aerial perspective on the 
event would reveal a side to the behaviour that was not possible to 
demonstrate shooting underwater or doing traditional long lens work. 

Drones have revolutionised aerial filming in natural history 
documentaries. Being small, easy to transport, and relatively low cost, 
we were able to take a couple of drones with us and work effectively in 

an extremely remote location. 
Our days on Isabela island started early, and we would set up on a 

viewpoint that gave us a good view of where the sea lions would likely 
be herding the tuna back into the bay. Then we would sit, and wait; 
we would stay for what, at times, seemed like endless hours. When 
someone spotted a sea lion finally porpoising into the bay (which we 
had learnt meant they were chasing in tuna), everyone would spring 
into action. After many failed attempts, I managed to get into position 
quickly enough to film the sea lions corralling the tuna from the open 
ocean in towards the coast. 

The drone helped to reveal that the sea lions acted more like a 
team than we originally anticipated. They appeared to have different 
roles, with some individuals herding the tuna into the bay, some being 
responsible for tiring and eventually catching the tuna, and some 
acting as ‘blockers’ cutting off any exits that a sneaky tuna might try 
and escape through. It was one of the most amazing behaviours I’ve 
seen in close to 20 years of diving and working around the ocean.
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It was one 
of the most 

amazing 
behaviours 
I’ve seen in 
close to 20 

years...
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THE SCIENTIST: 
JONATHAN GREEN
Like so many, I grew up with the extraordinary 
work of the BBC Natural History Unit and was 
mesmerised by the first Blue Planet. I never in my 
wildest dreams thought I would get an opportunity 
to work with the team to help spotlight the plight 
of whale sharks and that of the oceans. So little is 
known about whale sharks that any efforts to protect 
them have to be at a global scale. Finding out key 
facts such as possible pupping or birthing areas 
would be a huge discovery.

Documentaries help create awareness and Blue 
Planet II will air to at least a billion people over the 
coming months. It was both exciting and inspiring 
to see the dedication of a relatively small group of 
people to produce a landmark documentary that 
will certainly sway the future of our oceans and our 
planet. To be a part of this, no matter how small a 
part, helped me realise that even as individuals we 
can all help make a difference.

Dan Beecham is a cameraman specialising 
in filming creatures great and small – in, on 
and around the world’s oceans. Dan spent 
two years working full time on the Blue Planet 
II series under the BBC NHU camera bursary 
scheme, spending over 500 days in the field.

Richard Wollocombe is an award-winning 
cameraman specialising in terrestrial and 
aquatic natural history filmmaking. He is a 
resident of Galapagos and has spend 25 
years exploring the Islands. His work has 
taken him around the world but Galapagos 
remains his favourite place on Earth.

Jonathan R. Green began working in 
Galapagos in 1988 as a Dive Master and 
naturalist with the GNP. He established the 
Galapagos Whale Shark Project in 2005 to 
try to discover the importance of Galapagos 
to whale sharks and answer basic questions 
about their natural history.
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Richard Wollocombe, BBC 
cameraman, and Mark Taylor, 
sub pilot, take a break for 
lunch sitting on the ocean floor 
at 40m. As they could stream 
music from the mother ship, 
Alucia, they listened to Yellow 
Submarine by the Beatles! 

GALAPAGOS WHALE SHARK PROJECT UPDATE

Darwin and Wolf islands at the very north of the Archipelago have a unique demographic of mature female whale sharks - a vast majority 
appear to be pregnant. In 2017, the team led by scientists Jonathan Green and Alex Hearn, successfully tagged seven whale sharks using 
state-of-the-art satellite tags to continue tracking their movements and dive-depth profiles. Three tissue biopsy samples were taken for a 
genetic study of whale sharks aiming to characterise their connectivity to regional juvenile aggregations and between oceans. The team also 
undertook the first ever ultrasound and blood samples of wild whale sharks in the world. Photo-ID has allowed us to grow the global database 
of whale sharks to 178 individuals, however in the future, we hope to involve local dive operators in photo-ID activities to improve the chances 
of whale shark resightings. 

We have funded the Galapagos Whale Shark Project since 2011 and will continue to do so through a new multi-year Shark Conservation 
Programme launching this year – stay tuned for updates on the GCT website!

C E L E B R A I T N G  T H E  O C E A N

© Dan Beecham/BBC, Jonathan Green, Richard Woolocombe
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UK  

NEWS 

CELEBRATING SCIENCE WITH CDF
In January 2018, Dr Arturo Izurieta, Executive Director of the Charles Darwin Foundation (CDF) joined us at an event to 

celebrate science in Galapagos and the long-standing partnership between CDF and GCT. Dr Arturo Izurieta discussed 
the work of CDF, focussing on the fight to save the critically endangered mangrove finch for which GCT have been a major 
funder for several years. We also heard from His Excellency Mr Carlos Abad Ortiz, the Ambassador of Ecuador; Dr Mark 
Collins; GCT Chair, Sharon Johnson, GCT Chief Executive and Jen Jones, GCT Projects Manager. Thank you to everyone 
who attended and donated so generously.

COULD YOU JOIN OUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES?
The next few years will be an exciting and demanding time for the 

Galapagos Conservation Trust. Two major programmes focussed 
on restoring the island of Floreana, and on the pollution and danger 
to wildlife caused by plastics, mean we have the chance to make a 
significant difference in Galapagos. 

As we move forward, we are seeking to further develop our board of 
trustees. We are especially interested to talk to potential trustees who 
have fundraising expertise.  

Our trustees are passionate about the Galapagos Islands, are 
committed to using their skills to ensure our organisation is well 
governed, in accordance with UK charity law, and make the most of 
every opportunity to further our mission. 

Trustees attend board meetings (currently four times per annum), and 
participate in working committees. You don’t have to have visited the 
Islands to become a trustee, although we know that anyone who has 
visited will no doubt share our dedication to protecting the Archipelago. 
The role is unpaid but immensely rewarding in terms of lifelong learning 
and positive impacts on Galapagos, together with wider impacts in 
conservation globally.

If you would like to know more about the role and 
responsibilities, you can read or download an application pack at  
galapagosconservation.org.uk/about-us/careers-and-volunteers. If 
you have any questions about this opportunity please contact the GCT 
office at gct@gct.org.

Thank you so much for your interest, and for anything you do to 
support our important work.
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THE WORLD’S FAVOURITE UNLOVED SPECIES

We are thrilled to announce that the Galapagos 
racer was crowned this year’s favourite unloved 

species so thank you to everyone who voted! 
Every year, Wildscreen Arkive run their ‘Love Species’ 

campaign to raise awareness for under-appreciated 
species, with conservation organisations nominating 
their champion. This year we nominated the Galapagos 
racer, which we felt had been demonised after the scene 
in BBC Planet Earth II where they were filmed hunting 
baby marine iguanas. Having won this year, and as the 
first non-mammal to win the competition since it started 
in 2011, we now feel that the Galapagos racer has been 
vindicated! 

Galapagos racers are threatened with extinction, due 
to introduced species such as cats and rats, and they are 
under-studied meaning that population declines could 
possibly be going undetected. Racers are locally extinct 
on Floreana island, and are one of the target species to 
be reintroduced to the island, once invasive species have 
been eradicated (see p. 10). 
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PROJECT 

UPDATES
F  or the very first time we will be able to tag giant tortoise hatchlings and receive daily updates on  

 their location in 2018. Using cutting-edge technology, these satellite tags will beam data via the 
International Space Station, and provide unprecedented insight into hatchling movements and mortality 
incidents straight to our team’s phones. 

TORTOISES IN SPACE 

The Galapagos Tortoise Movement Ecology 
Programme (GTMEP), led by Dr Stephen Blake, 
continues to break ground towards the goal 
of conserving Galapagos giant tortoises. This 
year, a collaboration with the International 
Cooperation for Animal Research Using Space 
(ICARUS), coordinated by the Max Planck 
Institute for Ornithology, will finally allow our 
team to assess causes of hatchling mortality in 
a timely manner. Weighing just 1g, these small 
GPS trackers are light enough to attach to the 
tiny, 6 cm long hatchlings. This presents an 
exciting opportunity towards predicting future 
populations of giant tortoises, and delivering an 
effective conservation strategy.

In 2017, the GTMEP provided insight into 
nest-site fidelity in female tortoises, the 
relationship between nest-site elevation and 
hatchling sex ratios, and continued to research 
tortoises in their vulnerable early years of life 
where mortality rates are at their highest. It 
is thanks to our partners at the Galapagos 
National Park, Charles Darwin Foundation, 
St Louis Zoo and Houston Zoo, as well as 
generous funding from the British Chelonia 
Group and the Woodspring Trust that we have 
been able to continue support for this fantastic 
project through its ninth year.

Educational outreach is an important element 
of the GTMEP’s strategy for ensuring long-
term conservation of tortoises. In 2017, ten 
students aged 15-17 years from Tomas de 
Berlanga School in Santa Cruz, opted to take 
part in our six month ‘Communicating Science 
to Communities’ programme led by GCT’s 
Galapagos-based Educator Anne Guezou. 
From investigating different human-tortoise 
interactions in the highlands of their home 
island to analysing tortoise dung to study the 
tortoises’ role in seed dispersal, the students 
built their knowledge of this keystone species 
through a varied and interactive learning plan 
to equip them with the tools to raise awareness 
of their conservation needs. The students 
spread their messages through innovative 
communications materials such as videos, 
factsheets and poetry, running lessons for 
younger students in the school and reaching 
the wider community at the local weekly 
market. The programme was very well-received 
and we have been asked to repeat it in 2018.
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Due to new technology, we are getting closer to understanding how to best 
conserve tortoise hatchlings.

Anne Guezou, GCT’s Educator in Galapagos.
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The rediscovery of the Galapagos bullhead shark is well and 
truly under way. Since 2015, the Galapagos Bullhead Shark 

Project has focused some much deserved attention on this elusive 
species, which is listed as data deficient by the IUCN. In doing so, 
this project led by Max Hirschfeld has taken a holistic approach 
towards conservation of the species, including scientific data 
collection, educational outreach and promoting engagement with 
citizen science. GCT believe this kind of approach is at the heart of 
successful conservation projects. 

We have now identified seven nursery area sites and taken tissue 
samples from 153 bullhead sharks across six islands. Currently, tissue 
samples are being processed for DNA extraction and sequencing 
to establish connectivity with mainland South America bullhead 

sharks and to determine if those in Galapagos are a different species. 
Photographs of all 153 bullhead sharks, laser-point measurements 
and blood samples bring us several steps closer to understanding the 
species’ morphology, reproduction and demographics. 

Photographs from citizen scientists are helping us to use photo-ID 
to estimate population size. Our team has also worked to engage a 
range of stakeholders including volunteers, NGOs and the fishing 
community, and developed resources and activities for Shark Day 
2017 which was attended by 65 local children from San Cristobal 
island and their families (see p. 7).

We are grateful for the continued support from the National Marine 
Aquarium as we work to ensure the Galapagos bullhead sharks and 
their habitats are effectively protected within the Marine Reserve.

The relative isolation of Galapagos unfortunately does not make 
it exempt from the catastrophic plastic pollution that we are 

witnessing across the world’s oceans. Our work supporting the Grupo 
Eco Cultural Organizado (GECO) Association project on San Cristobal 
island aims to create a culture around single-use plastic avoidance, 
through a grass-roots, youth led campaign. GECO, led by Ashleigh 
Klingman and José Guerrero, focuses on experiential and arts-based 
education for children and adolescents, aiming to spread awareness 
through creative messaging to instigate a wider change in attitude for 
citizens and local authorities. 

Among many impressive achievements in its first year, GECO 
recruited 15 committed local youth leaders to act as ‘agents of 
change for less plastic’, who in turn spread the message to over 1,000 
community members! They did so through public presentations 
including puppet shows, ‘Caps, the bottle-cap doll’ workshops 
(dolls made from plastic recovered on beach cleans), video-forums 
and community fairs. Additionally, 13 classes and eight teachers 
pledged their support to use less plastic. Through a follow up survey, 
a significant change in children’s attitudes was recognised towards 
plastic use, including the majority of students reporting that they had 
spread Caps’ message to their friends and families.

Reducing rubbish found in selected neighbourhoods and schools 
by 25% was a key goal for 2017. With help from eco-conscious locals, 
last year GECO helped to solidify a network of 53 citizens to clean up 
rubbish on a daily basis. 

All of this has been made possible with the support of our 
members and our partners, Sculpt the Future Foundation, the 
Galapagos Conservancy, and the Swiss Association of Friends of 

the Galapagos Islands. In 2018, we look forward to continuing the 
fantastic work of our youth leaders and continue to strengthen our 
messaging to get more people on board with the campaign. 

Why not make your own 
Caps the bottle-cap doll? 

You can download the instructions 
here: goo.gl/PTHbfL 

Don’t forget to share your creations 
with us on social media using    
#bottlecapdoll! You can tag us on 
Twitter using @galapagossip or 
Instagram using 
@galapagosconservationtrust.

THANK YOU!
Thank you to everyone who has supported our Plastics Appeal so 

far. At the time of publication we have raised £15,000! These funds 
are helping us to kick-start the long-term plastics programme, led by 
GCT, which aims to understand where plastic in the Marine Reserve is 
coming from, what the impacts are on the Islands, and to determine 
the best ways to tackle plastic pollution in the Archipelago.  

REDISCOVERING BULLHEAD SHARKS

PLASTIC-FREE GALAPAGOS
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Two of the most remarkable features of 
Galapagos - the biodiversity and intense 
volcanic activity - are intimately linked. 
Weathering of volcanic rocks give rise to 
fertile soils and the erosion of lava flows in 
Galapagos produces a nutrient-rich layer, 
which can support the dense and diverse 
vegetation and biodiversity.

Recent evidence has shown that the 
Archipelago contained many islands in the 
past, and land bridges may have existed 
between parts of the Archipelago that 
are now separated. This has lead to new 
evolutionary theories on speciation and how 
the Islands’ geology played a vital role in its 
ecological development. 

Living in such a volcanically active region, 
however, is not all plain sailing. Many 
species endemic to Galapagos live within 
geographically-restricted areas and are at 
significant risk during eruptions. In 1998, 
Cerro Azul volcano, on Isabela island, 
erupted close to a giant tortoise breeding 

site. The Galapagos National Park was forced 
to evacuate individual tortoises, using a 
helicopter to carry them to safety in Puerto 
Villamil. The 2015 eruption of Wolf Volcano, 
also on Isabela, sparked fears for the safety 
of the critically endangered pink iguanas, 
which live exclusively at the summit of the 
volcano. Recently (since mid-2017), numerous 
earthquakes have been detected on Isabela 
in the area surrounding Sierra Negra volcano. 
It is a stark reminder that volcanoes in the 
Archipelago are still active and pose an 
ongoing threat to the Islands’ flora and fauna.  

Charles Darwin famously undertook 
botanic and zoological studies which led 
to his ground-breaking contribution in 
evolutionary biology. However, history often 
forgets that he also produced a substantial 
amount of geological research. In fact, Darwin 
produced twice as many notes on geology 
than biology on the voyage of HMS Beagle. 
Nowhere was Darwin’s geological intrigue 
more apparent than in the Galapagos Islands, 

T    he Galapagos Archipelago  
 is one of the most 

volcanically active regions on 
Earth, with eruptions typically 
occurring every three to five years. 
Each island in the Archipelago 
is entirely composed of one or 
more volcanoes, which sit on 
top of the Nazca tectonic plate. 
However, very little is known about 
the volcanoes, making it hard to 
predict when they might erupt. 

VOLCANIC 
ERUPTIONS 
IN AN ISLAND 
PARADISE

by Michael Stock
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Living in such a 
volcanically active 
region... is not all 
plain sailing. 

where he eagerly anticipated studying the active 
volcanoes. 

‘I look forward to the Galapagos, with 
more interest than any other part of 
the voyage. They abound with active 
Volcanoes and I should hope contain 
Tertiary strata.’ 
- Charles Darwin in a letter to W.D. 
Fox, 1835

Apart from Darwin’s early interest in the 
geology of Galapagos, very little is known about 
the processes that occur before eruptions take 
place in the Archipelago, particularly compared 
to regions with similar volcanic activity, such as 
Iceland and Hawaii. This makes it challenging for 
contemporary volcanologists to monitor volcanic 
activity and gather data that could reveal critical 
warning signs ahead of an eruption. 

However, an exciting international research 
project, led by the University of Cambridge, 
is attempting to find solutions. Scientists are 
applying state-of-the-art techniques to analyse 
the chemistry of rocks expelled during past 
Galapagos eruptions. The results will shed light 
on the processes that occur within the magma 
systems beneath the volcanoes to reveal what 
triggers eruptions.

Despite the scientific challenges and physical 
demands of the project, scientists will gain a 
better understanding of Galapagos volcanoes. 
Better interpretation of monitoring data will 
improve our ability to protect Galapagos’ unique 
ecosystem in the future. 

© Tui de Roy

Sierra Negra, on Isabela island, 
last erupted in 2005. 

CHARLES DARWIN 
AND GALAPAGOS 
ISLANDS 
RESEARCH FUND
In 2008, Christ’s College Cambridge and the 
Galapagos Conservation Trust established 
the Charles Darwin and Galapagos Islands 
Research Fund to encourage a lasting 
partnership between distinguished scientists 
and researchers. The Fund supports the 
activities of persons who have shown evidence 
of distinction in their chosen research field, 
relevant to present-day aspects of the work 
originally undertaken by Charles Darwin 
and which will help to promote the scientific 
understanding, conservation and long-term 
welfare of the Galapagos Islands. The initiative 
recognises and wishes to commemorate the 
immense importance of Darwin’s time spent 
collecting and observing on the Archipelago. 
In 2016, Michael Stock was awarded the Fund’s 
Fellowship for his work in volcanology and 
igneous petrology. In 2017, Lucia Norris, an 
Ecuadorian who worked for WWF among 
other organisations in Galapagos, completed 
her Masters in Conservation Leadership which 
was also funded through the programme. 
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Success has been seen in Germany, who 
implemented a mandatory deposit scheme 
in 2003. Today, 98% of refillable bottles are 
returned by customers, which is the highest 
percentage in the world. Sweden follows 
closely with 86% of cans and 77% of PET 
plastics returned for recycling. South Australia 
has seen an overall return rate of 79%, with 
almost 587 million containers recycled at 
collection depots from 2016 - 2017. Over 
AUS$58 million has been refunded to the 
community in this period. These examples 
clearly prove how effective bottle deposit 
schemes can and have been. 

Although bottle deposit schemes exist 
in South American countries, they are not 
widely used, and in most cases, are for glass 
bottles. A deposit system already exists in 
the Galapagos Islands for glass bottles, water 
canisters and gas cylinders.

Many UK retailers are in favour of an 
obligatory deposit-return scheme. Despite 

a decline in recycling rates over the last five 
years, there is a trend emerging as retailers 
aim to tackle the issue of single-use plastics. 
Following the awareness raised in BBC Blue 
Planet II, a wide range of establishments and 
businesses, including Iceland supermarket, 
the Royal Estates and the BBC, have pledged 
to reduce their single-plastic use.

It is currently estimated that UK consumers 
use a staggering 2.5 million disposable coffee 
cups every year. Most cups used by major 
coffee chains are difficult to recycle due to 
the material used in their production. There 
are currently just two UK processing centres 
that are able to separate paper and plastic 
components - a key reason as to why so few 
cups are recycled.

 Pret A Manager has also recognised 
the importance of reducing waste, whilst 
keeping costs to a minimum. Since January 
2018, Pret A Manger customers have been 
able to receive a 50p discount on the price 

of hot drinks if they bring their own reusable 
cups. The company hopes it will help change 
consumer habits and reduce waste. 

In Galapagos, a German company, Orcatec, 
sparked the initial idea for reducing the use of 
traditional single-use coffee cups. Cup4Cup 
offers paper cups in exchange for plastic 
ones, and within the last two years they have 
sold over 20,000 paper cups to replace plastic 
cups on the Islands. Now they are developing 
a reusable cup deposit scheme for takeaway 
coffees with the aim to change the behaviour 
of both tourists and locals, which is being 
supported by GCT.  

The Cup4Cup project is being trialled 
as a model in Galapagos this year, before 
potentially introducing a bottle deposit 
scheme to eliminate pollution from single-use 
plastics. If successful, this would be a step 
towards promoting a more sustainable future 
for Galapagos, whilst creating a ripple effect 
of change across the oceans. 

GLOBAL RELEVANCE

DEPOSIT 
RETURN
SCHEMES 

by Victoria Cummings
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T he surge of ocean plastic pollution has raised alarming concerns globally in recent months. In a bid to 
tackle the tide of single-use plastics, deposit-return schemes, such as those used for bottles, have been 

carried out in many countries to increase recycling rates. These work by adding a small extra charge to the 
purchase of most types of plastics, which is refunded once returned. 
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MEMBERSHIP
W e are thrilled to hear how passionate our members are about protecting the Galapagos Islands. 

Speaking to supporters who travelled to the Archipelago over ten years ago, you would be excused 
for thinking that they only visited last week, such is the enthusiasm that they express. It’s this feeling that we 
want to encapsulate throughout this magazine so that you can all feel a part of something very special. 

CORPORATE 
SUPPORTERS
We are always pleased to receive queries from 

corporates who are interested in supporting the 
conservation of the Galapagos Islands, as well as continuing 
our relationship with long-standing partners who range from 
tour operators to a sustainability consultancy. Our partners 
help us in a variety of ways including supporting specific 
projects, promoting our work to their clients or donating 
prizes for our raffles and auctions. We know that each 
business is different, so if you are interested in supporting us, 
please get in touch via gct@gct.org. 

OUR FUNDRAISING PROMISE
We never underestimate how important our supporters are; 

without you we simply would not be able to help protect 
Galapagos. We promise to ensure a relationship with our donors that 
is legal, open, honest and respectful.

• We are committed to the standards set out in the Fundraising 
Codes of Practice which are designed to protect your interests 
as a donor.

• We conduct our fundraising with transparency, we never blur the 
truth, and we spend the money we raise through fundraising on 
the projects we set out to do.

• We respect your rights and privacy in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998, where the law requires us to we will seek 
your permission to fundraise and we never sell your data to a 
third party. 

• We have a complaints procedure - we will listen and respond to 
any feedback respectfully, and if required, put you in touch with 
the Fundraising Regulator.

If you would like to find out more about our commitments, you can 
read GCT’s Privacy Policy at galapagosconservation.org.uk/ 
privacy-policy or request a copy by contacting the GCT office. 
Alternatively, you can read the Fundraising Promise as set out by the 
Fundraising Regulator on their website.

It is easy to change the way we contact you as a supporter, just get 
in touch with us by calling 020 7399 7440 or email gct@gct.org.

TALKS
We are very grateful to the many GCT supporters 

that have brought their enthusiasm for Galapagos 
to a UK audience by giving talks and lectures around 
the country. Topics have ranged from their personal 
experiences during their trip, to the conservation of the 
Islands. GCT is able to provide images and presentation 
slides to support anyone wishing to give a talk, so if you 
are interested please don’t hesitate to ask.

To find out more about these and other ways  
to help GCT, please contact us in the office, 
email gct@gct.org or visit  
galapagosconservation.org.uk/get-involved
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REVIEWS

Many books have been written about Galapagos, so it is 
hard to stand out from the crowd. Josef Litt has managed 

it, however, in his new guidebook released earlier this year. The 
book is worth buying just for the stunning photography that can be 
found within it, but there is much more to it. With incredible detail, 
the book covers everything from the history of Galapagos, to what 
can be seen on each island and where the best dive sites are. It is a 
hefty tome so you may not wish to take it all the way to Galapagos, 
but it is definitely worth considering when researching your trip, or 
to reminisce about your holiday once you’re back!

Written to mark the Darwin bicentenary in 2009, this double 
album is a classical music homage to the great Charles 

Darwin composed by Michael Stimpson, a British botanist and 
zoologist turned musician and gifted composer. Starting with violin 
and piano, the work evolves through string quartet to full orchestra 
cleverly emulating the evolutionary process. Also included on 
the CD are some readings of Darwin’s work and original poetry 
performed by Ruth Padel, Samuel Wilberforce and others.

This work is a unique portrayal of the complexity, thoughtfulness 
and playfulness of Charles Darwin. We are delighted to stock this 
CD and you can buy a copy through this magazine – by doing 
so you will be supporting us to continue our work to celebrate 
Darwin’s legacy through conserving the Enchanted Isles.

DISCOVER MORE  
GALAPAGOS 
by Josef Litt, Mostly Underwater 
Books, 2018, £29.90 
ISBN 9781320999311
Reviewed by Clare Simm

A VOYAGE IN MUSIC
AGE OF WONDERS
by Michael Stimpson, Stone Records, 
2017, Audio CD: £12.00
Reviewed by Jen Jones
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MY FAMILY AND 
GALAPAGOS
AIRING LATER THIS YEAR ON C4

We’re looking forward to a new series about 
Galapagos that will be airing on Channel 4 in the 

UK later this year. Our President, Monty Halls, spent three 
months on the Archipelago in 2017 with his wife Tam and 
their two young daughters, five year-old Isla and three 
year-old Molly. 

Not only did they experience the wonders of the 
Islands and its wildlife, they also investigated the issues 
that are affecting Galapagos. They spent time with the 
scientists and conservationists who are working to protect 
the unique flora and fauna of the Islands, including 
projects that GCT support. Amongst other projects, they 
discovered, first-hand, the plastic pollution affecting the 
Galapagos Marine Reserve, and tried to reduce their 
plastic footprint as much as possible. They also visited 
Floreana and learned about the ground-breaking work 
that is occurring there to restore the island’s ecosystems. 

Monty said, “This is once in a lifetime stuff. For the boy 
who was so inspired by My Family and Other Animals to 
become the man who takes his own family to live in the 
most remarkable Archipelago in the world, is beyond 
measure. The adventurer in me must also temper such 
excitement with the realities of living on a group of 
volcanic islands, 600 miles out into the Pacific Ocean – this 
will of course present many challenges to us as a family. 
But to see the islands and its incredible animals through 
the eyes of my kids and my wife, to face those challenges 
together whilst sharing the wonders of Galapagos makes it 
all worthwhile.”



PHOTOGRAPHY 
COMPETITION
DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: 8 JUNE 2018

Our 2018 Galapagos photography competition is 
open for entries, so if you’ve been to Galapagos or are 

planning on going this year, don’t forget to enter your best 
shots to be in with a chance of winning! We are thrilled that 
our three fantastic judges are back this year: GCT President 
Monty Halls, and wildlife photographers Tui de Roy and Paul 
Sansome. They will be judging the five different categories: 
Animal Portrait, Animal Behaviour, Landscape, Botanical and 
Man in the Archipelago. 

Visit our website to see the competition rules, to gain 
inspiration from previous years and to enter your unique 
Galapagos images! galapagosconservation.org.uk/  
get-involved/photography-competition

EASY
FUNDRAISING 
Easyfundraising is an easy way to raise money for GCT. 

Shop with over 3,300 well-known retailers, travel and 
insurance companies via the easyfundraising website and a 
percentage of what you spend will be passed directly to us 
at no additional cost to you. You can also download a handy 
browser toolbar to remind you when shopping online. 

It’s really simple to get started, all you need 
to do is go to easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
galapagosconservationtrust. Sign up for free and 
get shopping – your donations will be collected by 
easyfundraising and automatically sent to GCT!
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Siempre Angelito VI 
- winner of the 2017 
‘Man in the Archipelago’ 
category.

DON’T 
MISS

GARDEN PARTY
THURSDAY 19 JULY 2018
14 CLEVELAND ROW, WESTMINSTER 

Join us as we celebrate the oceans of Galapagos this summer. 
We’re pleased to announce that Galapagos Whale Shark 

Project founder Jonathan Green and BBC Blue Planet II Executive 
Producer James Honeyborne will be joining us at the exclusive 
private residence, Bridgewater House, for a fundraising evening 
with talks, drinks and canapes. Tickets will be available later this 
spring so please keep an eye out for further information.

GALAPAGOS DAY
WEDNESDAY 10 OCTOBER 2018
1 KENSINGTON GORE, LONDON 

Save the date! We’re back at the Royal Geographical Society 
for Galapagos Day this year, and will be celebrating the 

innovative break-throughs and successes of the projects that we 
support. 

Further details, including the line up of speakers, will follow soon 
so please keep an eye out via our website or enewsletter.

For more information about events and to book your tickets, simply visit 
galapagosconservation.org.uk/events or call us on 020 7399 7440

EVENTS

FUNDRAISE 
WHILE 

YOU SHOP!
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Name:  ..........................................................................................

Address:  ......................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

Post code: ....................................................................................

Telephone: ...................................................................................

Email: ............................................................................................

If you are happy for us to contact you by email (including 
our monthly enewsletter) or telephone, please complete the 
field(s) above. You can unsubscribe at any time. 

CONTACT DETAILS
Please fill in your details below:

METHOD OF PAYMENT
Please tick one:

 Cheque (payable to Galapagos Conservation Trust)

 Credit card    Debit card    CAF voucher    CAF card

NB: We do not accept American Express or Maestro.

Name on card:  .......................................................................

Card no:  .................................................................................

Expiry date: .............................................................................

Issue no / Start date: ...............................................................

Security code: .........................................................................

  Yes I am a UK taxpayer and I want to Gift Aid my 
donation and any donations I make in the future or have 
made in the past 4 years to the Galapagos Conservation 
Trust. I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or 
Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all 
my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay 
any difference.

NEW GALAPAGOS PRODUCTS!
We’re pleased to announce that we have added jumpers 
and tote bags to our Teemill shop, the profits of which go 
towards supporting our work. We are always interested 
in new designs, so if you are interested in working with 
us, please get in touch with our office. You can buy these 
produces online at galapagosconservation.teemill.co.uk
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Gifts Price £ Qty Total Price £

Age of Wonders CD by 
Michael Stimpson 12.00   

Galapagos Endangered Bird 
Notelets by Mary Ellen Taylor

8.50

Galapagos cards by 
Robert E. Fuller 11.99

Signed paperback 
edition of The Galapagos 
by Henry Nicholls

10.00

Adoptions – £30 each Recipients Details Total Price £

Galapagos Penguin
Name on certificate:

Email for updates:

 

Giant Tortoise
Name on certificate:

 
Email for updates:

Scalloped 
Hammerhead Shark

Name on certificate:

 
Email for updates:

Floreana Mockingbird 
(£25 including 
pin badge)

Name on certificate:

 
Email for updates:

Postage & Packaging Charges UK Europe ROW Total Price £

All orders (membership deal) 3.00 7.50 10.00  

TOTAL

Appeal Total Price £

Make a donation to our Floreana appeal

I would like to give: £30 / £50 / £100 / £300 / Other 
(please circle) to help restore Floreana’s habitat

Raffle tickets Price £ Qty Total Price £

Maximum per person: 50 tickets 2

PAYMENT FORM
There are several easy ways to place an order 
or donate in support of our work.
1.  Via our website galapagosconservation.org.uk
2.  By telephone on 020 7399 7440
3.  By completing the details on this form and returning 

with your preferred payment method to: 
Galapagos Conservation Trust,  
Charles Darwin Suite,  
28 Portland Place, London, W1B 1LY

All donations will go towards supporting conservation in Galapagos.

The best GCT 
raffle prize yet! 

Win a cabin for two on a 
seven day cruise of Galapagos  
aboard the Santa Cruz II kindly donated  

by our partners Metropolitan Touring, and  
up to £1,000 per person towards flights!

Just £2  
a ticket

A CRUISE    
WIN   

Payments can be made using the  
foldout form inside or online at  

galapagosconservation.org.uk/raffle. 

The raffle will be drawn at Galapagos Day on  
Wednesday 10 October 2018. Please visit our website  

for more information, including the terms and conditions. 

Im
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